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13th May 2020 

 

Dear Parent or Carer, 

 

As you will be aware, schools are expected to broaden their offer to include more pupils 
from 1st June at the earliest, and if the medical data meets certain benchmarks. If not, this 
next step will be delayed. Special schools are able to draw up their own rationale in 
managing their pupils returning to school. So that we can begin our planning in working out 
who we are in a position to offer places to from 1st June, we need to ask that all parents 
complete a brief questionnaire. 

 

We will be sharing an online link to the questionnaire to everyone; this will be posted on 
Class Dojo, if you are unable to access this please use this link: 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdFju175nRoH9WNYK2-
nASZPB2p9nR_rPO7zOMzQtFdLgNAGA/viewform 

 

The same as other schools, we will be continuing to offer to children of critical workers as 
well as those most vulnerable children, but also broadening our offer to include more 
children. However, we will be keeping numbers cautiously low so that we can maintain 
social distancing as we can with our young people, therefore reducing the risk of any 
chance of infection. Currently we have safeguards in place such as temperature checks 
and hand gel upon arrival, handwashing regularly, distancing throughout the day where 
the child can comply and understands this, and no sharing of resources. 

 

Answering ‘yes’ to the questionnaire won’t be an automatic offer of a place, the information 
is to help us in applying our own risk assessments and knowledge of children and your 
family circumstances so that we can offer places fairly, and within the numbers that we can 
cope with currently.   Please note that the government is not insisting that any pupil attends 
school, it is an option currently and our Trust backs this view up. As we move forwards into 
next academic year, however, what the Government requires will change over time and 
we will keep you informed of this and plan our next steps accordingly.  

 

If you have any questions, please do get in touch with us initially through your child’s class 
teacher. Further guidance can be found at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-
settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020/actions-for-education-and-
childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020  

 

Many thanks, 

Simon Bainbridge 

Exec Head, Highfield Academies 
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